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Monarchs and Milkweeds 

A student coloring and drawing book on migrat ion, l i fe cycles, 
and plants, a project of WyoBio. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This book was created by: ________________________ 
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March- Apri l : Adult Migrat ion North 
*Draw lines that show where monarchs migrate from each 

winter . 

 
Where do the Monarchs star t each spring before going north? 
 
Answer: 
 
 
How long does i t take for the monarchs to make i t to their mating grounds?  
 
Answer:
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Apri l : 1st generat ion Breeding and Eggs 

 
How many eggs wil l a female monarch lay? 
 
Answer: 
 
 
What plant wil l the female lay her eggs on? 
 
Answer:
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3-5 days later : Larvae hatch 
�* Draw a monarch larva coming out of i ts egg. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the f i rs t thing this new caterpi l lar wil l eat? 
 
Answer:
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Milkweed 

 
What is one thing that is special about milkweed? 
Answer: 
 
 
What is one reason they are decl in ing? 
 
Answer:  
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10-14 days: Caterpi l lars and molts 
 

 
How much wil l the caterpi l lar grow during this phase?  
 
Answer: 
 
How are they able to grow so fast? 
 
Answer:  
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Attachment and Spl i t t ing 
*Draw your own version of a caterpi l lar at taching to a branch 

and spl i t t ing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
What is at tachment?  
 
Answer: 
 
 
What is spl i t t ing?  
 
Answer:  
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9-14 days: Chrysal is 
 

 
 
How long does this phase take? 
 
Answer: 
 
 
How can you tel l the beginning or the end of this phase by looking at i t? 
 
Answer:  
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Adult Emergence 
 

 
How long wil l this but ter f ly l ive? 
 
Answer: 
 
 
How is the but ter f ly f i rs t able to stretch out i ts wings? 
 
Answer:  
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June: Ful l Li fe Cycle 
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Ju ly: 3rd
 Generat ion Li fe Cycle 

 
*Draw your own Monarch l i fecycle! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the transformations that a but ter f ly goes through from egg to but ter f ly 
cal led? 
 
Answer: 
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August- October : 4th
 Generat ion and migrat ion  

 

 
 

How long wil l this but ter f ly l ive? 
 
Answer: 
 
 
What is one example of where this but ter f ly is headed for the winter? 
 
Answer:  



	   13	  

November-February: Winter 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do these but ter f l ies winter where they do? 
 
Answer: 
 
I f they don’t eat al l winter long, how do they survive? 
 
Answer: 
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Species Account : Milkweed 
 

1. Look at a leaf under a magnifying glass.  Use your own words or a drawing to describe 
what you see. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Milkweeds have very unusual f lowers. Describe or draw one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Look around you.  Describe where you are.  Are you by a road? In a forest , in a 
meadow?  Draw a picture of this. 
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Species Account : Butter f ly 
 

1. I f this but ter f ly is not a monarch, how is i t similar and how is i t di f ferent from 
the but ter f l ies you’ve been studying? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. I f you could design your own butter f ly, what would i t look l ike? Draw and color i t .
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The End 

 
 
This book is dedicated to: 
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